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Late of DART FOR D, Apothecary. 


Who was Executed at Kennington- Common, April 10, 1738, 


for the Murder of his Wife in St. George's-Fields. 


I. A Narrative of his moſt me- 


morable Tranſactions from 


his Childhood to his Death; 
cCollected from authentic Me- 


moirs and Accounts given by 
his moſt intimate Friends and 


Acquaintance. 


II. A ſummary View of his 


Trial; with Remarks. 


III The Account given by the 
Rev. Mr. Wilſon of Mr. 
Smith's Behaviour while un- | 
der Sentence of Death, and 


at the Place of Execution 


EV. A Letter from his Mother, 
relating to her fruitleſs En- 


deavours to procure him a 
Reprieve. 


V. A Letter from an eminent 


| 


| 


; 


Teacher among the People 
called Quakers, exhorting 
him to make a fuil Confeſſion 
and Preparation for Death. 

VI. A Letter from his Friend 
Mr. Davies with Mr. Smith's 
Anſwer, relating ſome pecu- 
liar Circumſtances about his 
approaching Death. 

VII. Mr.Smith's ſolemn Decla- 
ration in Relation to the ſeve- 
ral Crimes charged upon him 
of poiſoning Mr. Polbili's Fa- 
mily ; of murdering his firſt 

Wife, and debauching her 
Siſter; of attempting the Life 
of his own Mother ; and the 


Remarks thereon, 


The Originals of all which Letters and Papers were ſealed up in 


a Packet, and given by him at the Place of Execution, to the 
Rev. Mr. Wilſon, in whoſe Hands they now are for the Sa- 
tis faction of any Perſon who has the Curioſity to ſee them, 
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GILL SMITH | 


ILL SMITH, the unhappy Sub- 
ies of the enſuing Narrative, was 
boin the 22d of March, in the Year 
1704, in Kennington- Lane, in the 
Pariſh of Lambetb, and was brought 
8 === up {triftly in the Profeſſion of the 
Puakers; he was put to a private School, near 
Home, where he was kept till he was 10 Years of 
Age; and then he was ſent to a boarding School 
at Ringwood, in Hampſhire, together with one of 
his Brothers; he continued at that School for the 
Space of four Years, in which Time he made ſome 
Proficiency in the Latin Tongue; after which he 
was taken home, and ſent to FYandſ/worth-School, 
which at that Time was an Academy for ae 
Sons, and eſteemed a good and proper Place for 


him to finiſh his Studies in. l 
en, AK n 


rn 


His Parents were Perſons of Subſtance, and of 
Reputation; his Father being a Merchant, who 
traded to Lisbon, and the Męſt- Indies; and his 
Mother brought a Fortune of Nine or Ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds: She was eighteen Years of Age when 
ſhe was married; and notwithſtanding ſhe brought 
ſo conſiderable a Fortune, yet Mr. Smith, the Fa- 
ther, reſolved to continue his Manner of Trade, as 
a Merchant; and,, accordingly after their Mar- 
riage, which was ſoletnized at Guildford, accord- 
Ing to the Cuſtom of the Quaſers, they came and 
ſertled at Kennington-Lane, where Mr. $.:ith con- 
tinued for ſome Time, and not only carried on his 
Buſineſs ſucceſsfully, but lived in a Manner ſuperior 
to moſt of his Neighbours, making his Dwelling- 
Houſe reite fob its Neatneſs and Eleganceof 
Taſte. r n EE * 
After ſome Time, having met with ſeveral Lofg 
ſes in Trade, and his Wife's Grarid-mother dying, 
Mr. Gil the Grand-father, being left alone, and 
none of his Relations near him, was continually 
ſolliciting Mr. Smith, and his Grand- daughter, to 
come and live with him; which, after much Per- 
ſuaſion, and Mr. Smith and his Spouſe growilg 
weary of the Town, they conſented to, and accord- 
ingly © went from Kennington-Lane, to live at 
Þjheen, near Godalmin, in Surry, where they con- 


tinued many Vears. 1 
Before Mr. Smith, and his Wife, left London, 
they had three Children born to them, namely, - 


* 


two Sons and a Daughter; the eldeſt of whom \ Vas ; 
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Darling of his Mother, he was too 


mich careſſed and indulged in his Infancy, which 
joining his Inclination, naturally vicious, was the 
V „ unhappy 
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unhappy Occaſion of the many Scenes of Villainy 
which he has been ſince concerned in; the laſt; 
which was the moſt notorious of all, and for which 
he deſervedly ſuffer'd, proving his natural Bent to 
Wickedneſs, and Proneneſs to the moſt horrid 
Crimes that could be committed, even ſo far as 
not to ſtick at any Thing. „ 
He even in his Youth diſcovered the Badneſs of 
his Principles and vicious Diſpoſition, by an Apt- 
neſs to every Thing bad, by abandoning all Ho- 
nour, and Honeſty, and by ſhewing an abſolute 
Averſion to all Di and every Thing ta- 
cred; even then, giving himſelf up to all Profane- 
neſs, and Immorality. 1 088 th 
His Friends (as before obſerved, being Perſons 
of Subſtance ) were inclinable to give him an Edu- 
cation, as they thought, not only agreeable to 
their Circumſtances, but to the Station they might 
reaſonably imagine he would appear in the Wold. 
Accordingly he was put to School, at a Place cal- 
led Ringwood in Hampſhire; but between his 
{ſtubborn Diſpoſition on the one Hand, and his 
having none of the greateſt Capacity on the other, 
he profited very little from his Maſter's Inſtruc- 
tions. 1 
However, having made ſome litte Progreſs in 
Learning, enough to A 0 him to go through 
the World in a decent Manner, in a midling Station 
of Life, his Parents began to look out for ſome 
creditable Employment, or Trade, in which he 
might appear as a Perſon who had been well edu; 
cated, and ſpend his Life in an eaſy agreeable 
Manner, both to himſelf and his Relations. 
But, how often do Parents ſtudy the Welfare of 
their Children, when their depraved Appetites de- 
feat the beſt concerted Meaſures for their Good? 


Q Bm 
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Of this, nothing can be a more flagrant Inſtance 


5 than the unhappy G1// Smith. 


His Parents, from his Infancy had deſigned him 
for a Phyſician, or ſomething of that K ind, and 
therefore, after ſearching in the moſt prudent 
Manner they could for a Maſter who was pr 0- 
per for their Son, at laſt fixed their Choice on 
an eminent Apothecary in Lombard-Street, who to 
his Profeſſion, which they eſteemed as reputable as 


genteel, was a Man of good Temper, ſober, and re- 


ligious ; and for which Reaſon they the more rea- 
dily intruſted their Son to his Care. 
Accordingly, the Agreement being ſettled be- 


tween them, he was bound Apprentice to him, 


and for ſome Time, Things went very well; the 


Maſter was indulgent, the Apprentice content, and 


his Friends entirely ſatisfied, for he was of an affa- 
ble Temper, and gained the Reſpect of his Maſ- 
ter: But, Alas! how hard is it to reſtrain Nature! 
He ſeemed to be too fond.of Liberty, and did not 
well brook ſo ſtrict a Confinement to Buſineſs. 
He was of a gay Diſpoſition, which led him to 
frequent much Company, and one Fertig upon 


another to taſte the Plaſures of Life, made him 


quite diſſatisſied with being confined ro the Buſineſs 
of a Shop, and what he in his Flights was pleaſed 
to call She dull Attendance of a Citizen; and ſer his 
Mind upon Roving, and wanting to ſee the Wold: 
He had, beſides, by bis being frequently engaged 
in Company, run himſelf confiderably in Debt, and 

being unable to ſatisfy his Duns ( which were moſt- 


ly Publicans) without acquainting them, and hay- 


ing made uſe of all the eyaſive Shifts. he could in- 


vent to put them off, but finding nothing would 


do but his laying down the Money, which he could 


not then have done, had not an unexpected Inci- 


dent happened: His Father, during the Time he 
had been in the Country, lived as a Farmer, there- 


by to improve his Eſtate; and 1 


to Town, to be fold, he detired the oney might 


be paid to his Son Gill, in order to defray ſome. 


Debts, which he had acquainted his Father with; 
and the Remainder was to be returned. But G7 
took Care to convert the Whole to his own Uſe : 
And, falling into bad Company, he not only did 
this, but in order to ſupport his Extravagances, he 
was induced to cheat his Mafter, by raking Money 


out of the Drawer,” at ſeveral Times, to the Value 


of twenty Pounds ; which his Maſter miſſing, con- 
trived a Stratagem to detect him. On his being 
detected, he confeſfed his taking twenty Pounds; 
but 1t may be reaſonably fuppoſed, he took five 


times that Sum, confidering his extravagant and 
profuſe Way of living, which could not be ſup- 


ported with a Trifle. But his Maſter being un- 
willing to expoſe him, took no further Notice of 
the Affair, than to give him ar Advice, and by 
endea ouring to the utmoſt of his Power to reclaim 
him from the wicked Courſes he had taken; but 
finding all his Endeavours were fruitleſs, and fear- 
ing that he might do bim ſome farther Damage, 
he thought it would be the beſt Way to ſend him 
Abroad, and to which the following Circumſtance 
very much conduced. i : 


He had been ſeveral Times ( as is cuſtomary ) 


with young Surgeons, to ſee the Bodies diſſected 
at ay do Hall; but once, in particular, comin 
from beholding the Body of a female Crimical, 


who had been diſſected that Day, a Maid, who 
lived at a Publick Houſe which he uſed to fre- 
quent, and who had always expreſfs'd a great Re- 
gard for him, inſomuch that ſhe ſeem'd to be par- 
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him, he would not ee f. fi gors, 


> eb 


ticularly fond of him, inticed him to a1 amorous 
Converſation ; his natural Inclination, which, as he 
has declared himſelf, and as his Actions ſhew, al- 
ways directed him to be fond of the fair Sex, he 
being then a Youth, and ſhe aſſiſting and encoura g 


ig bim in that Bent of Mind, foon brought him 


to ber Lure; after ſome little Familiarities had 
paſſed between chem, ſhe inſiſted, before ſhe grant: 
ed him the laſt Fayour, that he ſhould either mar- 
xy, her, or promiſe her that he would, in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner that could be. She having à great 
Afcendancy over his Affections, ſoon prevarled on 
him to do what ſhe would have him; and he ſign- 
ed a Paper, wherein he engaged himſelf to marry 
her ſo ſoon as he ſhould be out of his Time: Upon 
chis, the arch Creature yielded to his Deſires; pro 
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their Intrigues, unknown to an 
Length, by hi 


| HOG 
call 
48 iſe, 


his ast 


Time they bad eyer heard any, Complaine of him. 
And his Maſter, nowichRanding che ill Treatment 


And his Maſter, : be ill Treatment 
he had received from him, ent him to Sga, 48 Sur- 
an Hep BETH Fark qes.cin. that 
gard the Sea; Nymph, Captain Pri- 


.chard, who, when he came Home, gaye him a 
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It may not be amiſs to relate here an odd Inci- 


dent that happened to him at Barbadoes: A Mate 
of another Ship that was there at the ſame Time 
that he was, happen'd to have his Arm ſhatter'd 


very much, and applied to him for a Cure, he un- 23 


dertook it; and judging it neceſſary to cut the Arm 
off, and, having no Inſtrument for that Purpoſe, 
he borrowed a Carpenter's Saw; and with that made 
the Amputation, and effected the Cure: 

His Ingratitude to his Maſter, at that Time, was 
the higheſt that could be; for, beſides making bim 
Surgeon of the Ship, as before mentioned, he truſts 
ed him with a Venture, which Smith dilpoſed of, 
and converted to his own Uſe, without ever ac- 


counting for it to his Maſter, who nevertheleſs did 


not offer to trouble him or give him any Un- 
eaſineſs upon that Score. f 
Smith in going as Surgeon of a Ship, had 
an Opportunity of very much improving himſelf 
in his Profeſſion, and being naturally gay, and 
fond of Company, was pretty much reſpeded 
happy for him, had he ſtill continued ſo, but it 
is the hardeſt Thing in the World; for a Man to 


get the better of ill Habits. He had a longing 
Mind to come to Englund, and wanted to get to 


his former Extravagance; for it was the great; 
eſt Hardſhip imaginable for him to keep within 
ew Sonar HH Honig ports 

He came from Sea in the Year 1424, or the Be- 
ginning of the Year 1728, after which he made 
a Viſit or two to his Friends in Surry, in one of 
which, his Mother having prepar'd a Pot of Sage 
Tea for her own drinking; but the Father, un- 
happily for bim (tho' he had hardly ever been 


We 1 
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known to drink Tea) took a large Draught of it, 


and the Moment after he had ſo done declar'd he 
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was poiſon'd, the Taſte thereof being naſty and 


cankery, and worſe than any Mineral Water, or 


Water wherein old Iron had been ſteep'd for ſome 
Time; and immediately after his drinking it, he 


defir'd to know if there was any Oil in the Houſe, 


and finding a Pint-Bottle near half full, he drank 


it off at one Draught in leſs than a Minute after 


he had drank the Tea, and then went to his Son 
Gill who was juſt gone to Bed, and his Father 
finding him fait aſleep wak'd him, and told him 
he was poiſon'd by drinking ſome Tea; upon 
which, without any Surprize, Gi ask'd if any 
body elſe had drank any, but being told that no 
body elſe had, and that he had drank the Oil aſ- 
terwards, Gi told him he thought it was the beſt 
Thing he could do, and went to ſleep again; the 
Father went ſtraightways to Godalmin, to an 
Apothecary who is very much noted in that Coun- 
try, and offering him his Hand to feel his Pulſe 
he ſeem'd ſurprizd, and ask'd him what he had 
been doing? When the Father informing him 
what had happen'd, and what he had taken by 
way of Relief; he told him he could not do 
better, and brought him another. large Glaſs of 
Oil, and order'd him a Vomit, which he took 
that Night, and in the Morning he took ſome 
Glauber Salts; and by that Means found no Injury 
for ſome Time; and to prove that what he drank, 
was Poiſon, he made an Experiment, by giving 
a Dog a very ſmall Quantity. of what was left, 


which in a few Hours convuls'd him ſo that he 


could not ſtand, and within a few Hours after the 


poor Creature dy'd. But tho' he eſcap'd the Ef- 


teas of it for ſome. Time, 2 at length what 


confirmed him that he was poiſon'd, was his loſing 
not only the Skin from the Soles of his Feet, but 
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The Life of Gill Smith.” 11 
even his Toe-Nails, which all came off, and hath. 
left a Tenderneſs in his Feet ever fince. *Tis not 
imagin'd that this Poiſon was intended for the Fa- 
ther, becauſe he very ſeldom drank any Tea; but 
it muſt naturally be thought that his Deſign was 
to make away with his Mother, that after ber 
Death he might enjoy the Settlement which then 
came to him; and the rather, becauſe it is noto- 
rious thro? the whole Courſe of his Life, that he 
would ſtick at nothing to raiſe Money, were the 
Means never ſo vile or baſe. . And what will in- 
cline every one to believe him Guilty of this moſt 
deteſtable Attempt was, that from that Time be- 
ing inform'd that his Friends ſuſpected him of it, 
tho*. they had nothing that would amount to an 
immediate Proof, he came to London, abſconded 


from them, and they never heard any Thing off 


him till he had ingratiated himſelf into Mr. Col- 
lins's Family at Crayford in Kent, which happen'd 
in the following Manner: 0 
Having acquir'd ſome Money by his going A- 
broad, and wronging his Maſter of the Venture, 
as before mention'd ; upon his coming to London 
from his Friends in 84rry he gave himſelf up to 
his former Extravagances, appear'd in 3 
genteel Manner, tho' quite devoted to his Plea- 

ſures, and minding no Buſineſs at all; he renew'd 
his Acquaintance with ſeveral of his raking Com- 
panions with whom he had convers'd before his 
going to Sea; and their mutual Examples, like 
all others of that Kind, did but excite each other 
to run greater Lengths than otherwiſe: they might, 
perhaps have done, had they been ſeparated; 
their Time was chiefly ſpent in Taverns, Gaming - 
Houſes, and other Scenes of Debauchery; and as 
few of them had ſufficient of themſelves to ſup = 
— - 35. R 2 port 
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0 . them in that Scene of Life; it put em upon 
= ookirg after young Women who bad Fortunes, 
and whom they endeayour'd to enſnare, to ſup- 


| port their Extravagances, without confidering the 
1 Ruin that muſt inevitably attend the unhappy 

q Ladies thus decei vd: In ſhort; like too many 

| 

| 

| 


young Fellows of the Age, they all fet up for 
profeſs'd For tune- Hunters. 4 | . 


* 
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Among other Taverns which they daily fre- 
gqauented, the King's Head at Norton Falgate was 
one, and *twas by being acquainted there that Gil! 

1g had the firſt Sight of Mrs, Collins his firſt Wife; 
| he being a good Companian, and endeavouring to 
| put oh a good Behaviour, whereby he very much 
| diſguis'd bis Actions from the World, was fre- 

quently invited by the W aſter of the Tavern to go 
with him to his Country-Houſe, which was at 

Crayford near Mr. Collins. . 


| | _ - Gill, tho' he was edvicated and brought up as 


| a Quaker, yet not being much attach'd to any 
j Religion, made no Scruple of going to Church, 
1 or any other Place of publick Worſhip, however 
iq averſe it might be to his firſt Principles; *twas 


f by theſe Means, and frequently viſiting the Pariſh 
il Church of Crayford, of which Mr. Collins was 
| |. Miniſter, that he had an Opportunity of ſeeing 
|| Mr. Collins's Family, the Daughters who were all 
5 agreeable young Ladies, delighted him much, but 
more ſo when he was inform'd that, beſide Mr. 
Collins being able to give them Fortunes ſuitable 
to their Merit, they were nearly related to ſome 
bol the beſt Families in that Part of the Country, 
ti who conſequently might promote them much; 
| this fir'd him immediately, and he ſingled” out 
the eldeſt as the Object of his Paſſion +: He had 
nothing then to do but to be acquainted with the 


Family, which by his natural good Addreſs, and 
by doing them ſeveral little Services, he at laſt 
effected: The Brothers grew fond of his Com- 
ny, and Mr. Collins himſelf was ſo pleas'd with 
bis ſeeming frank, honeſt, Way of proceedag, 
that he invited him to his Houſe, and us'd him 
in the ſame tender affetwonate Manner as the 
reſt of bis Family. 4942-41563 . | 
He had now no Obſtacle to prevent his making, 
the .moſt preſſing Addreſſes to the young Lady 
| ſhe was deceiv'd by his winning Behaviour, and 
even receiv'd them with Pleaſure; he continued 
there about half a Year, in which Time he bee 
came entire Maſter of her Affections, and ſhe 
_ conſented. to marry him, provided her Father 
would give Conſent ; he undettook to open the 
Affair to Mr. Collins, he had no Objection, ex 
cept his being a Quafer, but Gill no Ways ſeru- 
pulous in that Point, aſſur d him, that he was 
weary of their Errors, and would readily embrace 
the 8 of the Church of Exgland; accordingly, 
upon his own preſſing Deſire, he recanted Qugkers 
i/m, and was baptiz'd at Croy/ord by Mr. Collins 
- himſelf, And further, to make him ſtill more 
willing to the Match, he inform'd him of what 
he had in Reverſion at the Death of his Mother; 
Mr. Collins thinking his Daughter would be very 
happy in ſuch a Husband, and that they miglie 
live very happily together, conſented to their 
Marriage, but told him, that as he was determin'd 
never to do any Thing that was not entirely con- 
ſiſtent with Juſtice and Honour, he thought it 
would be proper to acquaint his Father (Mr. 
Smith) with the Affair, and know if he was wil; 
ling it ſhould. be conſummated : Gili did not very 
well reliſh that, but finding there was no 705 


* 9 
2 — 9 — 9 — — 5 
— — 
— 
* 


14 The Life of Gill Smith. 


Way to effect his Deſigns, he at laſt agreed to 


it; and accordingly Mr. Collins ſent his Chariot 


to Mr. Smith at Eſbeen to bring him to Crayford: 


Mr. Smith came and confirm'd all that Gz/] had 
told him in Relation to the Reverſion of the Mo- 
ther's Settlement; Mr. Collins was pleas'd to hear 
Gill had not deceiv'd him, and conceiv'd a higher 
Opinion of him than ever. Mr. Collins further 


enquir'd of Mr. Smith, if he would give any 


Thing with his Son upon his Marriage? Bughe 
informing him he could not, Mr. Collins made 
Anſwer, That if he would, he would give as much 


(let it be what it would) with his Daughter, other- 
' wiſe he would not be ty'd to give her any Thing, 


but it ſhould be left to his own Option whether 


he would or no, which being agreed on, no other 


Difficulties were ſtarted, and their Nuptials were 
ſoon after conſummated at Crayford. 
The Father return'd home, and Mr. Collins ad- 

viſing Gill to ſettle in his Buſinefs ſomewhere near 
him 1n the Country,whereby he might be enabled 
to do him the more Service; Gill accordingly. 
went to Dartford in Kent, where he met with a 
good Reception; and being inform'd, that a Sur- 
geon, or Apothecary, who was any Ways expert 
in his Buſineſs, might live very well there, he 
look'd about ſome Time, and at laſt met with a 
Shop to his liking; and having acquainted Mr. 

Collins with it, he very much approv'd thereof, 


and was at the Expence of fittinz up the Shop in 
a handſome manner, and furniſhing the Houſe. 


ſuitable for the Reception of him and his Wife: 
After he was thus ſettled, Mr. Collins, as a fur- 
ther Inſtance of his Favour, procur'd him the 
Place of Surgeon and Apothecary to the Pariſh- 


Houſe there; which, tho' the Salary was. ſmall, 


and 


The Life of Gill Smith. 1g. 
and-rio great Profit accru'd therefrom, ** was a 
Means of recommending him to Buſineſs, and ad- 
vancing his Reputation. 1 

Gill and his Wife, for ſome Time, liv'd happil 
together, he met with Succeſs, and was very muc 
reſpected all over that Part of the Country, but 
he could not wear the Mask long, and Cath com- 
ing in upon him a little plenty, his former Itch of 
Gaming and Extravagance return'd, he began to 
negle& his Buſineſs, being too often from home, 
tho? his Wife, by her Diligence and Skill in at- 
tending the Shop, in ſome meaſure ſupported his 
Credit, and kept up the Buſineſs. 1 

Mr. Collins thinking his Daughter would not 
like to leave her Brothers and Siſters all at once, 
frequently ſent one or other of them to viſit her, 
and in particular one of them who had been brought 
up at her Grandmother's, was taken fromthence and 
ſent to live with E/ and his Wife, as a Compa- 
nion for her. His Wife was of a ſober ſedate 
Temper, and capable of making him an happy 
agreeable Helpmate, and not inclined to Levity 
or Gaiety: The Siſter was of a more alert, gay 
Diſpoſition, which ſuiting more GPs roving fickle 
Inclination, excited in him a Deſire which no Ex- 
cuſe can palliate; his vicious Inclinations broke 
forth anew, his Wife began to grow tireſome to 
him, and nothing ran in his Head but obtaining 
the Favour of the Siſter; the Freedom of a Bro- 
ther- in- law gave him all convenient Occaſions to 
ſee her; he was of an artful winning Behaviour, 
with a Tongue ſmooth enough to deceive any one; 
and ſhe, like moſt others of her Sex, of a Tem- 
per too apt to be ſeducd by Flattery : In ſhort, 
ſhe abandon'd all Regard to her Siſter, and be- 
ing overcome by his artful Perſuaſton, it was 
thought © 


— 
— 
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thought ſhe conſented to his Defires, even in the 
Life-Time of her Siſter, and they continu'd their 
Careſſes; tho' there was no politiye Proof, yet 
they were very much ſuſpeted. +. 
' His living at a much higher Rate than his 
Comings-in would allow, his Races, Gaming, and 
other repeated Extravagancies, had well nigh ex- 
hauſted his Stock: Mr. Collins reprimanded him 
ſtrongly, and ad viſed him to amend his Courſe of 
Life. Gill, who never wanted Perſuaſion to de- 
ceive any one, promiſed a Reformation, and that 
for the Future he ſhould have no Reaſon to cen- 
ſure his Behaviour; but he had no other View in 

theſe Promiſes than to draw ſome more Money 
from his Father-in-Law. Mr. Collins was willing 
to give him all poffible Encouragement, yet not 
to injure the reſt of his Children; told him, that 

he thought he had done ſufficiently for him, and 
that now his own Friends ought to aſſiſt him, 
and that he would endeavour to prevail with them 
ſo to do; and accordingly ſent to the Father and 
Mother, who, by his perſuaſion, agreed to difpoſe 
of the Settlement, in order that G1 might ſatisfy 
his Creditors, and appear in the ſame manner as 
before, hoping that he would thereby be enabled 
to follow his Buſineſs and make them Satisfaction 
for fo doing, eſpecially, as Mr. Collins told them, 
that the Money to be raiſed by that means, would 
not only pay his Debts, but be of fingular Advan. 

; tage to him in his Trade. The Mother conſent- 
ed, and the Eſtate was fold for One thouſand three 
hundred Pounds, on or about Lady-gay, in the 
Year 1730, out of which the Father received 600 l. 
Gi// had 400 J. and his Mother the remaining 
300 l. which was all that was left out of the large 
Fortune ſhe brought into the Family, Giiis Mo- 
5 ney 
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they were olg te pay bin the 
5 he! vore to, as liKewile | 4.5 
ing in the whole to the Sum of One hundred and 


don; though ſome ſay he received it at Guiſqford 
and coming to London he left 1001. in a Friend's 
Hand till he ſhould call for it. This Sum not be- 
ing enough to gratify his Wiſhes, Neceſſity of 


Villainy put him upon the followingExpedient to 


raiſe more, viz. to ſue the Hundred: He laid his 


Scheme in the beſt manner that could be, for in a 
ſhort Fs coming to London to call for the 100 l. 


He ha left, he took Care to have Witneſſes ſuf- 
ficzent who ſaw him receive it, he then ſet out for 


Dartford, where when he came, he took Care to 
Ws OPT of his being robb'd, tho' from 
e 


veral conyincing "Circumſtances every Body be- 


f 


lieved, that the Report was not true; yet he con- 
fidently affirmed it, and gave out that he intended 


to ſue, the Hundred, His Story was as plauſible 


as could be, that as he was going to Dartford, 
ſomewhere in the Hundred of Rux/ey, as he was 


riding along by a Wood-ſide, he ſaw two Men 


leaning over a Gate, who came up to him, knock'd 
him off his Horſe, and took from him the One 


hundred Pounds, Part of which was a 20 l. Note, 
which was ſew'd in his Hat; and that after they 
had robbd him, they made off into the Wood: 
However the Officers of the Hundred having enter- 


tained a very bad Opinion of him, were reſolved 


to give him all the Trouble they could, and to 


put him upon the Proof they ſtood Trial; but his 


proving the Receipt of the Money, that he ſet out 
of Toon with the ſame, and his ſwearing poti- 


tively to the Time and Place, when and where he 


was ,robb'd, the Jury gave him z Verdict; and 


e the Coaſts of Suit, amount- 


C e eleven 
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ney was paid him by one Mr. Baker, here in Lon · 


undred Pounds 


of 
7 
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eleven Guineas, and which the High Conſtable of 
the Hundred paid him accordingly. The High 
| _ Conſtable went to ſee him after he was condemned, 
{l and taxing him with it, told him, that tho' the 
Money was paid, yet the Country-people had a 
ll Suſpicion that he never was robb d, and therefore 
as he was 4.0718 Man, and it could avail him 
rocking at that Time, they begg'd to be ſatisfy'd 
on that Head. Smith pauſed a whilg as if in 
Co fuſion, and then gave him this evaſive Anſwer, 
1} i was not robo'd, how came the Fury to give me 
ſuch a Verdiſt? and would make no other Reply: 
Nay, tho' he was ſo ſucceſsfyl in his Villainy, his 
own Lawyer who was concern'd for him in the 
' Cauſe, has often declared, that tho' Smith had 
ſworn it fo poſitively, yet he verily believed he 
was never robb'd. „ 
His unlawful Inclination to his Wife's Siſter ſtill 
continued, and as ſhe had the greateſt Aſcendanc 
over his Affections, he ſpent moſt of his Time wit 
her, which his Wile perceiving, gave her no ſmall 
Uncaſineſs, and frequent Bickerings enſu'd there- 
on; this occaſioning continual Jars, made him 
very weary of the matrimonial State: In ſhort, he. 
determin'd to free himſelf from it; but as leaving 
| her would not only have occaſion'd much Talk, 
and intirely deſtroy'd his Buſineſs there, he being 
retty quick in forming his Reſolutions, and 
© LET at nothing to accompliſh his Deſigns, in 
order to make the quickeſt Work he could with 
it, he determin'd to end her Life fome Way or 
A nother; unluckily for her, an Opportunity of- | 
3 „ 
A Gentleman of their Acquaintance had pre- 
ſented her with a Quantity of Tea, which ſhe 
liked extremely, and was fond of drinking it; tis 
—— ! 
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Species. 


Twas in the Time of his living at Dartford, 
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thought that he took an Opportunity of conveying 
ſomething among that Tea, which brought her to 


her End; for the was taken ill all of a ſudden, 
and Jay two or three Days, and then died in ſtrong 


Convulſions; in which Time ſhe declared to her 
Friends and Neighbours who came to ſee her, that 
ſhe was poiſoned, and that it was by drinking 
Part of the Tea which the Gentleman had preſent- 


ed her with, and. that. ſhe wiſhed he had kept it to 


bimſelf; however it was, this ſoon carried her off; 
tho? the People of Dartſord could not bring any 


certain Proof of this Affair, yet it being the gene- 


ral receiv d Opinion that it was he, it very much 
hurt him in his Buſineſs, and ſeveral Circumſtances 
after wards occurr'd, which confirm'd them in their 
Suſpicion. RR VV 
It has been reported that he was likewiſe guilty 
of making away two Children which he had by 
his firſt Wife, Gia we are aſſured that he had no 
Children by her, except an Embrio of which ſhe 
miſcarried; and that, on the contrary, his vicious 
Courſes had ſo deſtroy'd his Virility, as had ren- 
der'd him utterly uncapable of propagating bis 


* q 


and while his firſt Wife was alive, that he came 


acquainted with the unhappy One whom he has 


ſince murder'd. The Means by which he came 
acquainted with her were theſe ; Gill Smith, and 
two of his Wife's Brothers, one of whom was en 
Attorney, and the other us'd the Sea; both of 
them as extravagant as Smith, usd frequently to 
come to Town from Dart/ord, and the Houſe that 
they chiefly frequented was the St. Chriſtopher's 


Inn in Southwark, then kept by Mrs. Miller, but 
ſince by her Son Mr. Miller, the Father of his 


C'2 | ſecond 
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ſecond unhappy Wife; they us'd tbis Houſe for 


a conſiderable Time; the Daughter was then very 
B. cb. and at that Time eſcapꝰ'd their Notice by 


zy their repeated Extravagancies they were fre- 
quently out of Money, and having each of them 
run up Scores (as was their conſtant Practice 
wherever they went) they quitted the Houſe, and 
did not go near it till a conſiderable Time after- 
wards, . . PEE 

In the mean Time he continued at Dartford, as 
J have before related; and, as if he could not 
ſquander away his Morey faſt enough, he kept a 
little Mare, which he leveral times match'd to 
run, but always loſt; and to ſhew an Inſtance of 
his Folly, he once hir'd a Mare of an Oſtler in 
the Town, which the Man would have fold. him 
for 4 J. but he truly very wiſely would not buy 
her, but kept her till the Hire of her came to't5/. 
for which the other ſu'd him, and recover'd the 
WR. 0; OE 9 IRE (7 EN | 
Another Inſtance of hisFolly was; coming to Fo . 

is 


don he went to drink with ſome Gentlemen | 
Acquaintance at the dun on Fiſb ffreet-hill, from 
whence adjourning to a Coftee-houſe, Smith told 
them he would treat them with a Play, to which 
they conſented ; and accordingly told them he had 
a little Buſineſs to diſpatch Ai, and would meet 
them at a Time and Place which he appointed 
near the Play-houſe: They went accordingly, and | 
he in the mean Time made ule of one of the pooreſt 
Inventions that could be to raiſe even a Trifle; a 
Shift which none but one of the loweſt Rank of 
Villains would have been guilty of: He ſends a 
Þ Porter in the Name of one of the Gentlemen with 
Lf. whom he had been in Company, to the Gentle- 
hi man's Houſe to defire the Maid to ſend his Surtouy 
AE _ - oat, 


4 


/ 


er 
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Coat, and to tell her, he was Foicg to the Play. 


and ſhould ſtay late: The Maid without any man- 
ner of Scruple ſent it by the Porter, who carry'd 
it to him at the ee When the Gentle 
man return'd home, the Maid ſurpriz d to ſee him 
without it, ask'd him where he had left it? He 


as much ſurpriz'd to hear her ask the Queſtion, 


ſaid, he knew nothing of it, and had never ent for 


Lee the Gentleman accordiggly took 
th i | 


wa. 


war with all oþe Complaifance iron he as i 
he had been the deareſt Friend. he ad: ut the 


very, angry, and 


1 
tleman for ſuſpecting his Honour: Come, Come, 
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Gentleman to produce him, either thinking he 


could not, or elſe imagining the Porter would not 
know him again, ſo harden'd was his Diſpoſition ! 
but when the Gentleman produc'd the Porter, and 
pointed out to him all the Circumſtances, he fell 


on his Knees, begg'd the Gentleman not to ex- 
Wn him, and he would ſatisfy him; then told 


im where it was pawn'd, which the Gentleman 
was good-humour'd enough to redeem, and ſay 
no more of the Affair. Tho? I have ſince been 
inform'd he was fo honeſt as to give him the Mo- 
ney again; which I would not willingly omit, as 
3 the only generous Thing he ever did in his 

a | - 
Quickly after, his firſt Wife dy'd in the Manner 
1 have before related. He had Modeſty enough 
not to make publick the Affair carry'd on between 


him and her Siſter; tho' his doing it ſince has 


occaſion'd every-body to imagine he poiſon'd his 
firft Wife, that ſhe might not diſturb him in his 


Amours. 3 3 
The Siſter eontinued with him in the Houſe 
during all, or moſt of the Time of his firſt Wite's 


Life, until her Death; quickly after which his 


Landlord perceiving how all his Affairs were run- 
ning to Ruin, ſeized for the Rent that was due, 
and he was arreſted and carried to the County Jail 
in Canterbury, from whence he removed himſelf 
by Habeas Corpus to the King's: Bench, where he 
got the Rules, on or about the 28th of March, 
1733. and lodged near the Birdcage : His Siſter- 
in-Law, who could by no means bear to be abſent 
from him, followed him; and tho? ſhe did. not 
actually lodge with him, yet ſhe uſed to viſit him 
every Day: And it is reported, that an old Gen- 
tlemaf taking a Liking to the Siſter, Smith was 

. rs, 
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actually Villain enough to make a Property of her, 
by * eee her to bis Emhraces; upon the In- 
come of which he ſubſiſted while he was in the 

Rules. However, if he did, it ſhewed as if ſhe 
was not unwilling to do any Thing that could 
contribute to his Advantage, for it was by her 
means that he was cleared from Priſon, the Grand- 
mother with whom ſhe had been brought up dy- 
ing, left her all ſhe had, as likewiſe made her 
Executrix to the Will. She no ſooner received 
what was left, than ſhe employ'd it to celeaſe him, 
which was done accordingly, and he return'd to 
Dartford, in as grand a Manner as erer. 
During this Interval, and in the Time he was 
in the Rules he took it in his Head to. frequent 
the St. Chriſtopber's Inn again, the Widow who 
kept it when he us'd it before, being very old, had 
made her Son, Mr. Miller (the Father of the Wife 
he has ſince murder'd) Landlord of the Inn, Smizh 
being what is call'd a Good-natured Fellow, and 
very facetious, induc'd the Landlord to delight 
much in his Company, and ſpent moſt of his Time 
with him whilſt he was in Town. FE Lf 
It was his being at this Inn, and frequently di- 
ning with the Family, that he got into Company 
with his late Wife, who was ately come from the 
| Boarding->chool, and an agreeable young Girl. 
However, tho' he and the Landlord were fo 
intimate together, he took an Opportunity to de- 
fire him to pay off the old Score: But he, with 
bis uſual Addreſs, eaſily got off by telling ſome 
plauſible Lie or another. Accordingly, with a 
formal Countenance, he told the Ladilag 2a _ 
great Secret, he had marry'd a ſecond Wife, who 
was a Gentlewoman of a good Family in London; 
and that nobody could prevent her having # good 
vs Fortuns: 


— —— 
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concern'd, for ſhe was then very ill; but he hop'd 


Fortune: But that, as yet, he did not care t6 let 
her Friends know it; and that he Was ver ß feel 
in a Week's Time he ſhould be able to take ber 
down to Dartford, in a Manner that ſhould ſuit 
her Station; and then he would endeavour to make 
it up with her Friends. By this fair Pretence the 
poor Landlord was deceiv'd, and ſuffer'd him to 
run further in Debt, to the Amount of about 91. 
which is yet unpaid. Happy had it been if he 
had ſtopp'd there, but he was not content with 
running in his Debt, without ever deſigning to 


pay him; but he contriv'd how to get into the 


Daughter's Affections, and deprive her Father 
of her, and ſince that, her of her Life. | 

Buy being at the Inn, as I faid before, he had 
frequent Opportunities of converſing with her, 
and by his fair Speeches he ſoon worm'd himſelf 
into her Heart: Whether the Father percetv'd it 
or no is not known, or upon what Account it 
was, but ſhe was ſent to live in the City, where 


Smith was not able to find her for ſome Time. 
At laſt, by the Aſſiſtance of a Maid- Servant, who 


liv'd with bis Wife's: Father; he found out Where 


ſhe liv'd. He then redoubled his Attempts to gain 


her Favour, and to that Purpoſe frequently. wrote 
to her, and got the Maid to carry his Letters; 
ſome of which haye beem ſince found, and are as 


JF you bnew' what | Torment F have endui*d, 


* 


1 * 
a% p 


| fine 
11 ſceing you laſs. Pity, If inot. Lobe, would inclize 7 
you f declare in my Favour : I am d Rack Till 


4 feemyon, to tell. yau how much I doe h - The 


"> — | | Hour 
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your Father's ill Treatment has forced you from bome, 


you ſhall always find Relief, if you will accept of 
it from One who only lives to ſerve you. 25 


P. S. The Bearer will bring Gill Smith, 


me Word where, and when I 


may ſee you, if you will favour 
me with that Happineſs. 


It is ſupposd he ſent this Letter by the Maid 
before mention'd, and waited ſomewhere near the. 
Place ſhe liv'd at, in hopes ſhe might be prevail'd 
upon to come and meet him; but by his next, it 


| ſeems as if ſhe did not. 


My dear Life, 


TY OUR Unkind Anſwer by the Maid to my laſt, 
* has put me in the utmoſt Deſpair; I conjure 
you, as you know my Love for you is ſo great, that 
you would favour me with an Interview; what can 
you fear from one that doats on you, and will as 


Jong as I ſhall live. For Heaven's ſake, let me ſce 
you, for I have ſomething of the utmoſt Importance 


to communicate to you; your Compliance with this 


brings Happineſs, and your Refuſal endleſs Miſery 
To Yours, &c. © 5 


At laſt, by the Maid's Perſuaſion, and being, 
perbaps, not averſe, to his Addrefles, ſhe agreed 
to ſee him; and after that, they frequently met 
at a Tavern adjacent to where ſhe liv'd. In theſe 

| _ | Inter» | 


r 
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Interviews he at length became entire Maſter of 
her Affections; and, at his Requeſt, ſhe conſented 


to marry him, which was accordingly done as 
private as poſſible. | 


It is thought that the main Motive of Smith's 
marrying her was, his having heard that ſhe had 
ſome Money leſt her by a Relation; and what 
ſeems, in ſome meaſure, to confirm this Surmiſe, 
is the following Circumſtance : About thatTime, 
Smith being upon the Exchange, and dreſs'd in 
a moſt elegant Manner, was met by an old Ac- 
quaintance of his, who ask'd him jokingly, What 


he did in Town dreſs'd in that manner? Smith re- 


ply'd, That he was come from Meſiminſter, where 
he had been a courting. Well! ſays the Other, 
And are you almoſt marry'd? I don't know how 


it is, ſaid he, I have two Strings to my Bow; the 


Girl at MWeſtminſter has 4001. ready Money, the 
other lives here in the City, and ſhe has only 40/7. 
a Year in Reverſion after the Death of an Uncle. 
Now, you may depend upon it,. I am for the- 
ready 's Fay but ſhe ſtands, Shill I Shall I! That 


IT don't know what to make of her; but however, 


if ſhe don't come to ſoon, I ſhall take the other, 
whom I know I can have when I will. 

Accordingly, after they were marry'd he took 
her down to Dartford, and told every body he 
had marry'd a Fortune; he was in the fame Con- 


dition with the Landlord as beſore, in regard to 


Rent, who thinking he had actually marry'd a 


Fortune, was induc'd to ſtay ſomewhat longer 


than he otherwiſe would have done; he, for ſome 
Time, behay'd tolerably well to her; but his 
Wife's Death, and his ſuing the Hundred, had 


entirely ruin'd his Character in the Country, and 
conſequently ſpoil'd his Buſineſs: But what ren». 


der'd 
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der'd him ſtill more infamous, was the following 
Affair; V 1 
He convers'd privately, as I ſaid before, with 
his firſt Wife's Siſter; ſhe was a Favourite of a 
Relation of her's, one Juſtice Polbi//, who liv'd 


1 — in Kent 3 the Juſtice promis'd her, 


when be dy'd, that he would leave her 704. and 
all his Wearing-Apparel. Smith heard of this, 
and was determin'd not to be ug out of the Mo- 
ney; but there was another 


ing to ſupplant Smith's Lady in the Uncle's good 
Graces ; therefore it was abſolutely neceſlary ſhe 
ſhould be remov'd: In ſhort, it is a current Opi- 
nion about Dartford, That be made up ſomething 
to carry off her and her Uncle, which not only 
did that, but likewiſe diſpatch'd ſeveral others; 
for ſix. or ſeven of the Family dy'd all in one 
Week. Theſe Things bad made him ſo remark- 
able, that he was under a Neceflity of leaving 
Dartford; and what oblig'd him to it, was ano- 
ther Apothecary coming to ſet up againſt him. 
Accordingly, having receiv'd the Uncle's 7 X 
be and his Lady (who then paſs'd for his 110 
came to London; and lodg'd at the White Horſe- 
Inn in Pleet-ſtreet. Sy „„ 5 
Another Thing which obliged him to leave 
Dartford was, the Landlord had been often de- 
luded by his fair Promiſes, but finding no For- 


tune of his Wife coming to him, and the Rent 


Till growing in Arrears, once more ſeized his 
Goods. He told his Wife he would go to London, 


and ſee if he could raiſe the Money, and would 


then eturn and make all Things eaſy : Accord- 
ingly he came away, and left his Wife in the moſt 
miſerable Condicion that could be, and had 1t not 


9 2 been 
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iece, who liv'd 
with the Juſtice, who was continually endeavour- 
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been for the Goodneſs of the Landlord, who took 


ber home to his own Houſe, and maintained her 
ſeveral Months, ſhe muſt inevitably have periſhed; 
and after ſhe had ſtaid there ſome Time, hearing 
no News of him, ſhe was obliged to go to Service 
to maintain herſelf : But by ſome Accident or o- 


ther, when Smith and Mrs. Collins came to the 


White-horſe Inn, and paſſed for Man and Wiſe, 
this unhappy Wretch had ſome Information of it, 
and was continually hauntipg him, ſo that he 
muſt have quitted the Place, and was prepai ing 
ſo to do, when Mrs. Collins was taken ſuddenly 
ill with the Small-Pox. Smith had managed 


Matters ſo, that no Body ſuſpected but he was 


married to Mrs. Collius: He pretended that ſhe 
had a good Fortune at her own Diſpoſal, but as 
he had married. her againſt her Friends Conſent, 
that they ſtrove all they could to keep him out 


of it. Smith perceiving that his pretended Spouſe 


could not live long, drew up a ſham Will, where- 
in fhe left him to the Amount of 1500}. or up- 
wards, which was ſaid to be in the Hands of ſome 
fiftitious Perfons or other. This Will ſhe was to 
ſign ſeemingly unknown to him, which was done 
accordingly, and the Will put up carefully in her 
Trunk. Some little Time aſter ſhe died of the 
Small-Pox (and was. not poiſoned, by him as has 
been reported) upon which he takes ſome Perſons 
for Evidences, as if he was quite ignorant of the Af- | 
fair, to ſee what ſhe had left, nd having ſearched | 
every Thing, he at laſt opens the Trunk, and to 
bis teeming great Joy and Surprize, found the 
W'ill, which they opened and read. - 
As it is now the Faſhion of the World to be- 
have well to Perſons when they have Money, 
how much ſoeyer they were if ghted be ſore; 
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ſo this Fetch of Smith's deceived thoſe who had 
truſted him; they all gave him freſh Credit, and 
ſeemed eager which ſhould ſerve him firſt. © Theres 
fore, the firſt Thing he did was to order an hand- 


ſome Funeral; and accordingly he applied to One 


Mr. Morris, an eminent Undertaker; in Fleetfreets 
and ſhewing him the Will, told him, thatthough 
it was not in his Power then to pay for her Fune- 
ral as he could wiſh it; yet that Mr. Morris might 
ſee it would be ſhortly, and if in the mean Time 
| he would give him Credit for it, that he ſhould be 

handſomly paid. Mr., Morris being over- perſuad- 
ed by Smith's artful Tongue, of which he was a 
perfect Maſter, and imagining the Will to be a 
true one, conſented to his Requeſt, and ſhe was 
very decently interred. He next made the ſame 
Excuſe to one Mr. Scammandine, a Taylor, whom 
he took in for two. Suits of Mourning ; and ſo Mr. 
Humphreys Perrwig-maker, for Wigs; and beſides 
this, he run a freſh Score upon the Strength of the 
Will, with one Hill, that kept the Jap at the 
White Horſe - Inn, for Lodging and. Neceſſaries. 
After this, he returned to Dartford, and ſtaid 


- 


there ſome Time, thinking, by that Means, tode- 


Jude his Creditors, . whom heſtill fed with the No- 
tion of his receiving the pretended Wife's Fortune. 
But their Patience was quite wore out, and Mr. 
Morris not caring to ſtay any longer, had him ſued. 
Accordingly Smith was arretted at his Suit, and once 
more carried to Canterbury Goal. His Wife knew 


nothing all this While what was become of him; 
and happy had it been for her, if ſhe had never 


ſeen him more, but Fate decreed it otherwiſe. 
HFle lay a conſiderable Time in Canterbury Goal, 
reduced to the loweſt Extremity, when a good na- 
eee who e e , apt 
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who had known Smith, when in his Proſperity” 
ſeeing Mr. Morris very often that Way, took Oc- 
caſion to mention Smith to him; and telling him 
what deplorable Circumſtances he was in, 1n the 
Goal, and that he could by no Means do any Thing 


to ſatisfy the Debt there, he at laſt prevailed ſo far 


upon Mr. Morris's good Nature, that he conſented 
Smith ſhould be diſcharged ; which he bad no 
ſooner done, than he was informed that Smith had 
ſome how raiſed Friends or Money to obtain a 
Habeas Corpus to bring him over to the Fleet. 


He was very much ſurprized when he was 
brought to Mr. Corbet's Houſe, to find his Wife 


there as a common Servant, where they frequently 


having Quarrels, C orbet, to prevent it, lock'd him 


up in the Inſide of the Fleet, and the, about fix 
Months after, was diſcharged from her Place. It 
is about two Years ago fince he came over to the 
Fleet; ſhe, being reduced to the greateſt Neceſſity, 
was oblig'd to run of Errands, for the People con- 
fined in the Fleet. He continued confin'd, and by 
aſſiſting his Fellow- Pri ſoners with his Advice, 
when they ſtood in Need of any Medicines, Ic. he 
was very much reſpected by them, inſomuch that. 
Mr. Davies, who keeps the Tap there, bad Faith 
enough to truſt him to a conſiderable Value. Up- 


on the Paſſing of the late Act of Parliament, for 


Relief of inſolvent Debtors, it being judg'd that 
he was intitled to it, they allowed him the Libert 

of the Rules; after which he, handſomly ireſod, 
appeared well, tho” it often ſurpriſed ſeveral, and 


put them upon Enquiry, Surmiſes being formed 
that he went on the Highway, becauſe he would 
frequently hire a Mare of Fone's, at the Elephant 
and Caſtle in Fleet-Lane, and give fix Shillings for 
her, from IwWo o' Clock in the Afternoon, and 


would 
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would perhaps return her all in a Lather at one in 1 
the Morning. However, whether he did rob, or 

not, *tis certain that he would make Uſe of any 
Method to raiſe Money; and that put him upon 
perpetrating the horrid Fact for which he ſuffered, 
and of which the following Account, taken from 
his Trial, is the moſt particular that can be. : 


A Summary View of the Tryal of 
Mr. Gill Smith, With Re- 
marks. 


TR. Smith having, to the laſt Moment of 
M his Life, deny*d he had any Hand in the 
Murder of his Wife, we mall ive the 
Reader an Account of the Trial, and a ae 
View of the Evidence on both Sides. 
As great Streſs is laid on the Tranſaction between 
him and the Inſurance Office, and made uſe of as a. 
ſtrong Argument of his Guilt, it will be neceſſa- 
ry to give a particular Recital of that Affair. | 
Mr. Fletcher, Clerk to the London Inſurance Of- 
fice, ſwore, that Mr. Smith defir'd him to inform 
him of the Nature of inſuring his Wife's Life, and 
importun'd him very much to aſſiſt him in getting 
a Policy for that Purpoſe; for he had an Occaſion 
for a preſent Sum of Money to ſet him up in his 
Buſineſs : For, that he could not come at his 
Wife's Fortune, which was conſiderable, till ſhe: 
came of Age, which would be in about a Month's 
Time. Mr. Fletcher reply'd, We muſt ſee the Per- 
ſon whoſe Life we are to inſure, before we can 
2 a Policy. A Meeting was appointed, and 
r. Smith brought his Wife with ham to the 
—— 2 
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King's Arms Tavern on Ludgate-hill. This was 


OF. 14, when, upon a View of the Woman, a Po- 


licy was granted. 4 1 15 
When that Month was expir'd, he apply'd again 
to the Office for a Renewal of the Policy for an- 
other Month, pretending, he was miſtaken, for 


that his Wife would not be of Age till December; 


and farther, if he could get the Policy renew d, 
he could borrow 100 J. upon it of Mr. Cha wood. 
On theſe Conſiderations the Company granted 
him a Policy upon his Wife's Life, who, it muſt 


be obſerv'd, was all this While kept ignorant of 


every Thing that was tranſacted in the Affair. 
For, altho' ſhe appear'd at their Meetings, that 
the Company's Agents might ſee her, in order to 
make their Kane, yet Smith always caution'd 
them to mention nothing of what they were a- 


bout. 


The ſecond Policy was taken out the 14th o 
November, and deliver'd to Mr. Chawood the 18th, 


about 5 or 6 o' Clock in the Evening; a few Hours 


after which ſhe was murder'd in St. George's Fields; 


as ſoon as the Policy was deliver'd, Smith and his 


Wife went away together, Chawood being ask'd, 
Whether he had any Intereſt in getting the Po- 
licy for Smith, ſaid, He had not; but that Smith 
having been very ſerviceable to him in a Fit of 
Illneſs he had in the Veet; and telling him, that 
in a Month's Time he ſhould come to the Poſſeſ- 


ſion of his Wife's Fortune, was induc'd to aſſiſt him 


in getting her Life inſur'd, took out the Policy for 
him, and thought to have lent him 100 J. upon it. 

Now, tho' here is no politive Proof, that his 
View in procuring a Policy on his Wife's Life, 
was to get the 200 /. by murdering her, yet his 


making Uſe of fraudulent Means to obtain the 


Policy, 


YL 
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Policy, by pretending his Wife would be of Age 
in a Month, when ſhe wanted near two Vears of 
that Time, and her being murder'd the ſame Night, 
and within three or four Hours after the Policy 

was deliverd to Mr. Chawood, amounts to a ſtrong 
Preſumption of his Guilt. 8 Te 
- The next material Evidence againſt him, was 
that of the two Women, Sampſon and Cox; who 
ſwore that they met him and his Wife in St. 
George's Fields between 10 and 11 o'Clock that 
Night the Murder was committed, and heard her 
ſay to him, A pere are you going? To which he 
anſwer'd, To New-Croſs ; which lay direaly con- 

trary to the Way he and his Wife were going. 

The next Morning the Women, hearing of the 
Murder, went to view the Corpſe, and remem- 
ber'd ſhe was the ſame Perſon they ſaw the Night 
before with Smith in the Fields. And that Smith 
was the ſame ſame Perſon whom ſhe ſaw with the 
Deceas'd, was thus prov'd. $15 being at that 
Time a Priſoner in the Fleet, and there appearing 

ſome ſuſpicious Circumſtances, when the Inqueſt 
ſat on her Body, that be was the Perſon who mur- 
der'd her, the Coroner ſent his Officer together 
with this Sampſon, over to the Fleet, to ſee whe- 
ther ſhe knew him again. When they came there 
they found him in Company with a great Num- 
ber of other Gentlemen. She immediately knew 
him, and pointed him out from all the reſt; and 
When they came out, told the Officer, That the 
Man ſhe had ſhewn him was the Perſon ſhe ſaw in 
the Fields talking to the Deceas'd the Night the 
Murder was committed. 5 
Againſt the Credibility of the Evidence given 
by theſe Women, Smith has objected, that they 
are Perſons of infamous e and . 

| | their 
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their Teſtimony ought not to be credited; and even 


went ſo far as to ſay, they were hir'd by the In- 


ſurance Office to ſay what they did to ſave the 
Money inſur'd upon the Policy. But this is a Re- 
flection too ſcandalous to be imputed to a Body 


of Gentlemen of Honour and Reputation, molt, 


of themMerchants, and who, as a Company, have 
very extenſive Dealings. Setting, therefore, this 
idle Surmize aſide, does it not appear highly 
probable from Sampſon's Evidence, that Smith u as 


the dividual Perſon who took away the Life of 


the Deceas'd ? For ſhe ſwears, That the Perſon 
whom the ſaw in St. George's Fields talking with 
the Deceas'd the Night ſhe was murder'd. was the 
ſame Perſon ſhe ſaw afterwards in the Flcet. 

It was farther prov'd, That on the Tucſday after 
the Murder was committed, Sith ſays to Mr. 
Davis in the Fleet, in a ludicrous Manner, Have 


you heard the Report? They ſay the Woman that 
was murder'd in St. George's Fields is my Wife, 


and that Imurder'd ber. Now, Mr. Davis declar'd, 
That he was the firſt Perſon he had heaid charge 
him with it; and I don't find that at that Time 


any-body ſuſpected him of it. What then ſhould 


induce him to talk thus of bimſelf, unleſs he 


1magin'd that he was, or ſhould be ſuſpected of the 


& k 
Fact, and therefore endeavour'd to prepoſſeſs his 


Friends with an Opinion of his Innocef ce, by 

making a Jeit of the Charge that he was guilty ? 
Another Circumſtance ſtrengthening the Proba- 

bility of his Guilt, is, That the Morning aſter the 


Murder was perp:trated, it was obſervd, that x 


his Thumb was cut. Being ask'd how it hap- 
pen'd, at one Time he ſaid it was by thruſting. his 
Hand into his Pocket where he had a Penknite 
looſe; at another Time, that it came by cutting 

a Fiece 
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2 Piece of Bread; and at other Times, that he [ 
got it in a Qunarrel about a Woman in the Street. 
Now what Occaſion had he to tell this Story ſo 
many different Ways, unleſs he was afraid of being 
put to the Proof to ſhew in what Manner it 
really happen'd ? | 

But there is an Evidence yet behind, which, I 3 
think, amounts almoſt to a Demonſtration of his | 
Guile; which is that of theWatchman, who, as he 
was beating his Rounds between 12 and 1 o'Clock, 
heard a Voice ſay, Don't murder me; and going to 
the Place where he heard it, he ſaw a Woman 
leaning againſt the Rails, and a Man with her; 
the ſaid to him, hat have I done, that you'd = 
murder me? The Watchman ask'd what was the 
Matter? The Man anſwer'd, D- you, whats 
that to you, ſhe is my Wife; the Bitch is drunk, 
and J can't get her along. The Court asking 
the Watchman, whether that was the Man? He. 
ſaid, he was, tho' he had not the ſame Cloaths 
on, nor a laced Hat. 

Mr. Miller, the Deceaſed's Father, prov'd, That 
ſhe would have been but 19 Years old, had ſhe. 
Iv d to the 12th of December, and that ſhe had 
no Fortune to expect till the Death of an Un- 

dle, and then ſhe would have been aintitled: to- 

an Eſtate of 30 J. a Year. | 

1 To oö all this Evidence, and to make 
it appear that he could not poſſibly be guilty of | 
the Crime charg'd upon him, he call'd two 
Witneſſes to prove, That he was at his Lodging 1 
in Bell-Savage-Inn upon Ludgate-hill, at the Time. if 
when this Murder was committed. The Tapſiter- |} 
{wears Smith came in between 10 and 11 o Clock; 
but being ask'd whether Smith lay there that 
Night, he could not tell. The Chamberlain 8 
4 . ak 
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That Smith came in about 12, and lay there; that 
his Thumb was cut, and bled very much, which 
he pretended was occaſion'd by a Quarrel about a 
Woman of the Town. 1 
Now, if we compare this Account with what 
the Watchman gave, we ſhall find but little Va- 
riation of one from the other. The Time the 
Watchman was crying his Rounds, we may reaſo- 
nably ſuppoſe, was 1mmediately after the Clock 
had {truck 12. It was then he heard the De- 
ceas'd cry out Murder; the Place was but a lit- 
tle Way from the Water-ſide; ſo that from the 
Time of perpetrating the Fact, till he came into 
his Lodgings, it could not be much above a Quar- 
ter of an Hour. And the Chamberlain ſays, it was 
_ about 12 when he came in; which is an uncertain 
Expreſſion; and it might be half an Hour after- 
wards, and yet the Chamberlain pretty right in 
his Gueſs; eſpecially if we conſider, that the 
Chamberlain {poke as favourably of the Matter 
as poſſibly he could; for Smith, it ſeems, ow'd - 
him 255. which he knew he mult loſe, if Smith 
was caſt for his Life. 
Thus have we given, as conciſely as poſſible, an 
impartial View of the Evidence upon which this 
Criminal was convicted, and the Subſtance of 
what he had to ſay for himſelf; together with 
ſuch Reflections, as naturally occur upon reading 
the printed Trial. This brings us an to our chief 
Purpoſe, in publiſhing theſe Sheets; namely, to 
give the Publick a very authentick Account of 
Mr. Smith's real Behaviour, and his true and un- 
diſguiſed Sentiments,- after Sentence of Death had 
paſſed upon him, and at the near Approach of 
his fatal End. This we cannot do better than in 
the following Memoirs given us by the Rev. Mr. 
ä Wilſon, 
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Milſon, who has the Vouchers for every Particular 
we ſhall offer. | 


—— Par rev "7p RL AY as 9 * * == 


A true Account, given by the Rev. Mr. 
WMilſon. 


JT HEN Tfirſt viſited him, I had ſome Rea- 

Y . ſon to believe, as he had been brought up 
amongſt the 2zaters, that he had not been bap- 
tized ; but upon putting the Queſtion to him, he 
aſſured me he was, on his Marriage with the 

Daughter of the Reverend Mr. Collins, Rector of 
Crayford, in Kent; tho' he own'd he had not made 
ſo good a Uſe of that Sacrament as he ought to 
have done. » . 21-04 

Whilſt he was under Sentence of Death, Icon 
ſtantly viſited him, and endeayoured to inſtru j 
him in the Principles of Chriſtianity : He own'd { 
he had made a bad Uſe of the good Inſtructions 
his Friends had given him; but he hoped there 
were ſome Remains of Mercy left for him. He 
frequently reproached himſelf, for acting contra- 
ry to his real Intereſt, and purſuing thoſe Mea- 
ſures which directly tend to his Ruin and De- 
ſtruction. He was informed how inconſiſtent it 
was with' the Wiſdom of Gop, and deſtructive of 
his Honour and Glory, if he ſhould indemnify Sin- 
ners for the Breach of his Laws, without any Sa- 
tisfaction made to his Juſtice; and, therefore, the 9 

only Way to be reſtored to his Favour, and to 
obtain Pardon for his Sins, was Repentance; which, 
thro? the Merits of CHRIST, would expiate his 
Guilt, And for a Cbriſtian, to perform this Duty 
aright, it was neceſſary that he underſtood the true 
Notion of Sin, how injurious it was to the Ho- 
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nour of God, how repugnant to his Laws, and 
how unbecoming his Creatyres to provoke him. 
J told him, it was ne&Hary he ſhould recollett 
(as well as it was poſſible) thoſe: particular Sins 
which he had committed, that he might be the 
more humbled with a due Senſe of his Guilt ; and 
when with a ſerious Conſideration he had viewed 
the moſt remarkable Errors of his Life paſt, he 
ought with a deep Senſe of his Unworthineſs, and 
an awful Regard to theMajeſty of Gop, whom 
he had fo much offended, confeſs them, and ac- 
knowledge bimſelf juſtly to have deſerved the 
Wrath and. Vengeance which 1s threaten'd and 
denounced againſt Sinners, and afterwards humbly 
implore his Mercy for Pardon and Forgiveneſs, 
with a full Truſt and Confidence in the Merits of 
our Saviour, who as a powerful Advocate is a- 
ble to fave All them that come to GOD by him. 
All this he ſeemed to be ſenſible of, and ſaid, 
he would endeavour to make the beſt Uſe of that 
little Time he had to live. Being preſſed to con- 
feſs his Sins, particularly that for which he was 
= die; he poſitively declared, he was innocent 

of it. . 
Tam far from inſinuating any Suſpicion of his 
being wronged by the Verdict of his Country, 
being ſure the Evidence againſt him was'ſuch as 
might convince the Jury of his Guilt. But I ſhould 
be un juſt to this poor Wretch, if I did not let the 
World know that he abounded withthe ſame Pro- 
teſtations of his Innocence of the Fact he was 
to ſuffer for; for, in his moſt calm and ſerious Mo- 
ments, when he ſeemed to have a ſtrong and quick 
Senſe of Religion, ſuch an amazing Intrepidity at 
the neareſt Approach of Death I never beheld, 
and ſuch an entire Reſignation in the Will of 
GOD, 5 ; He 
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He was very earneſt to receive the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament: I told him, while I nad ſo ſtrong an Opi- 
nion of his Guilt,.I was unwilling to give it him, 


till I ſaw Signs of his Repentance, by his conſeſſ- 


ing the Fact, or he gave me greater Reaſon to be- 


lieve him innocent, by his giving ſome reaſona- 
ble Account of his inſuring his Wife's Life upon two 
falſe Pretences. He affirmed, it was to borrow 
Money upon the Security of the Policy; and pre- 
ſed fo earneſtly, faying, he very well knew the 


Bleſſed Sacrament would be. ſo far from being any 
Advantage to him in a State of unrepented Sin, 


that he ſhould eat and drink his own Damnation; 
and, he read thoſe Words of St. Paul very often; 
ſaying, Can you believe I ſhould upon the Brink of 
Death ſo earneſtly preſs to eat and drink my own 


Damnation? and added, How unhappy am Ito 


be denied this common Privilege of every Chri 

tian! I endeavoured to convince him, that his In- 
tention would be imputed by a juſt and all- ſeeing 
Gon to him as the real Act, as the withholding 


it could not be aſcribed to him. But he could not 


but think, a Remembrance of his Redcemer, ſuch 


an cating and drinking his Body and Blood, would 


be a Comfort to a ſincere Penitent, tho? he owned 
he thought it an high Aggravation of an impeni- 
tent Guilt; and concluded, ſaying, 1 ſhould not 
have died in perfect Peace, if I had been denied 


this Sacrament; but now I ſhall die in Peace. See- 


ing he had juſt Notions of the Sacrament, my 
Charity would not ſuffer me to denybim any lou” 
ger ſo great a Comfort; and upon. my lignty ing 


my Willingneſs to adminiſter it to him, I never 
ſaw ſo great a Satisfaction and Joy in any one's 


Countenance, as in his; and from that Time, to 
the Time of his Execution, he was perſectly re- 
| | ſigned. 
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ſigned. One Accident I will mention, as a Proof 
of this: When I was praying with him in his laſt 
Moments, ſome One from among the People flung 
a Piece of Dirt, which glancing upon me, ſtruck 
him with ſome Degree of Violence; he without 
the leaſt Emotion wiped his Face, and turning to 
me, ſaid, Sir, Thope you have received no Hurt. 
His laſt Declaration of his Innocence was heard 
by many, immediately before his Death. I can. 
only ſay, that his Whole Behaviour hath given me 
the greateſt Surprize. But it will be more ſa- 
tisfactory to give you his own Declaration, than 
my Surmiſes. — i ICs 


* Godalming, Mar. the 26th, 1738. 
Deare Child, | 
| F Have received thy Letter, and have done all IT can 
* do for thee; the King will reprieve none that is 
condemned for that Fact thee art condemned for; not 
for Tranſportation, nor any how at all but doun- right 
Death; if it was a Lord's Son that had committed 
Murder, he muſt have ſuffered Death for it; I beg 
of thee to make thy Peace with God, be 15 both ready 
and willing to forgive Truly ſorrougul and repent- 
ing Sinners: There is a great many that will pray 
for thee, but that will not do without thy own Sup · 
Plication to Jeſus Chriſt, who I hope will have 
Mercy on thy poor never dying Soul: My Trouble is 
greater than I can expreſs, to have my Firſt-born ta 
come Zo ſo miſerable an End: Thy Siſter Bett is heres 
who gives thee her dear Love, and dear Love it all 1 
can fend thee; 1 end with hearty Prayers for thy 
Hellfare in a future State. EN 1 


Fron thy diſtreſſed Mother, + 
| Hannah Smith. 
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A S L am altoggther a Stranger, and know not that 
ever I ſaw thee; but as I am feufibly touch, 
with the unhappy Circumſtance thou art under; and, 
in pure Compaſſion to thee, I offer a few Things, . 
which I intreat thee maturely to conſider 1 
is in vain to flatter thyſe!f with any Hopes of Lifes' 
or a longer Time than is now allotted ; which Jew 
Moments ſhould not be ſpent in Company, who come to 
ſatisfy their Curiofity, and keep thee continually” 
heated with Liquor, but in a conſtant ficady Applica- 
tion of Mind to GOD, before whom thou. art\ſportly.. 
to appear. Thou haſt already appeared before. a Tri: 
bunal here, haſt had thy Trial, and the Voice of + 
thy Country has declared thee guilty: At this Tri- 
bunal 4 Mas may endeauour to hide his Crimes, pro- 
Heſs Innocence, and deceive his Judges. Thou art 
now to appear before the Fudge of all the Barth, 
whom it is impoſſible to deceive; and no Evidence.. 
out a Man's own Conſcience will be neceſſary to con- 
demn him : As this «na few Days muſt be thy Caſe, ; 
1 beg thee, for thy SouPs ſake, to ſpend the few 
Sands which are yet unrun, in a due Reflection of. 
thy State. Take one Lock towards Eternity, be- | 
fore thou art involved in it. Thy Crimes, very 
likely,  bave been great, and of the deepeſt Dye, 
but GOD is infinite in Mercy, and will forgive 
When we call upon bim in Sincerity and à real re- 
penting Soul. It is agreeable to his merciful Ma- 
ture, to forgive Sinners; be bas declared, that 
whenſoe ver a Sinner returns, and repents, he will, 
have Mercy on him, though Eis Sins are as Scar-, 
let of the deepeſt Dye: Yer, if thou cries to him 
in the Bitterneſs of thy Soul, thou mayeſt thyo! .. 
CHRIST the Mediator obtain Mercy and Forgive- 
neſs at the Hand of Gop ; and ſuch a merciful Sa- 
viour he is, that even his very Perſecutors and Mur- 
| N 1 | derer. 
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1 Liſe of Gill Smith. 
derers be prayed to bis Father to forgive Father! 


forgive them, was his Language: and he conti- 
nues to do fo ft Il for repenting and 1 eturning Sin- 


ners. Oh, therefore, confeſs thy Sins, and cry to the 


52 Day and Night, the Inch of Time thou 
left, for Mercy, that, if 7005 ble, thou mayſt 
1 init ; endeavour to undoe as much as thou ca 75 
by the Sincer'ty of thy Repentance, the Evils t 
Fat done; peradvanture thou may't have ſyme Hopes 
of Porgiveneſs, before thou departs, and art nb 
more ſeen : But, if thou continues to neglef theſe 
feto precious Moments in this exerrifing thy Mind, 
and ſuffer thyſelf to be deluded pur 1 


As ro the Murder thou art condemned for, thy own 

Conſcience tells thee whether thou art guilty; and if 
fo, can thou without Horror think c appearing 
_ &fore the LORD, and make no Preparation for it? 
It is $4 immediate Puſtneſs to retire and 
ee thyſelf, in the moſt bumble, in the mee An- 
cere and devout, Manner. It is with a Neu to 

thy Good, I have writ this Letter ; tat, i thy 
Day of Viſetation i is not quite over, if thy Furt 15 
abt quite ſcar'd, and har dued, thou may*/ be put 
on ſeeking for Forgiveneſs, aud Salvation , bieh, 
rat thou may We. obtain, is the 2 ncere Df re we 


Mi. EN Y 


Hope, by his Time, God bas NT OS you to make” 

4 full Conf fron of your Sins, to that. worthy 
good Gentleman'that trends you, that he m 2ay 22 70 
Cbeerfulneſs give you Abſolation,” and atlpint 
the Blſed Sacrament : From thence it ts zmpoſibl ble 


ro cx“ fs the 7 Fry youll feet; they Four But then Iz. 


Peat hat u make it light; and the ' your Sivs 
arr * 45 b, that Wild. / mike them bite 4s. 


entertained 
with Company, thou wilt drop with Amazement 
into Eternity, loaded with Sin and Tr ans Mon. 
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The Life of Gill Smith. 43 
Snow ; Let me therc/ore intreat you, for God, and 
Ci ifs ſake, that you delay not a Moment; think 
of the Foy there is over ode Sinner that repenteth 


mote than preat Numbers of juſt Perſons, that need 


no Repentance. That this may be your happy Caſe, 

is the hearty 'rayer of all your Friends here, and 

moſt fancerily {o of Your Aided Friend, 
Sunday, 5 Olek. J. Davies. 


Dearcſt and beſt of Friends, 


MY Iy:ns under Sentence of Death in this Places 


for a Crime »f the deepeſt Kind, which I have 
becn ound guilty of by ny Country, you are, no 
I ange, tyo ; but that lan. innocent of what TI an 


to looſe my ife for, I ſpall declare with my (7 


Breat?; and wee 4 ſue, by ſaying I was o gui. 
and at the {ame Time 1 am innocent, if I was ſure 
Tculd {ve my Life by it, T would not ſay it. The 
Dead Warrant came down, Tifterday ;. and the 
Hish Serif came to me himſelf, laſt Night, and 
told me I mal, ui in a very few Days; and alſo, J 


ſhould bc haune*d in Chains ; but where, be could not. 


fy. My Time to die, I hear this Day, is fix'd for 
to Morrow Scoenmp ht, 


T1 fhould be very glad to fee you as often ds you can 
ſpare Time. I defrre very much to ſee Mrs. Davies. 
{ am with the greateſ# Reſpett to you, and Mys. Das 


vies, yoar dying Friend, Sill smith. 
Mr. S MIT H's Laft Declaration. 
Reverend S IR, April 10, 1738. 


HE Relation I ſhall make is nothing bur 
the Truth, in reſpe& to ſome ill-natured 
Things the World has laid to my Charge. 


Inprimis, That horrid Crime laid to my Charge, 
in reſ pet to anattempt made to poĩſon my Mother. 


1 do declare aud c. G24 to be my Judge, hom 


. 
* 
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1 ſhall ſoon appear before, and as J hope for his 


Mercy, that ſo far from attempting to do any 
ſuch Thing, it never ſo much as entered my 
Thoughts, nor, before this unhappy Affair, I 
never heard it laid to my Charge. FF 

The next is in Relation to my firſt Wife's | 
'Death : I do, from my Soul, believe. ſhe died a 
natural Death; and J farther declare, that my 
Ruin was owing, to her Death, having no body 
to take Care of my Bufineſs, when I was from 
Home, *till after her Death along while. Every 
one who will be impartial, will allow her to have 
been the beſt of Wives, and that we lived as 
Happy as any Couple in Dartford ; and farther, 


that I could get nothing by her Death, but muſt 


be a Loſer, otherwiſe beſides the Loſs of her, 


which was the greateſt Loſs I ever had. And 


Tome People, ſince my Confinement, and never be- 
fore, tomy Knowledge, charged me with making 
away with Mr, Polbill's Family, of Horton, who 
all the Country knows were my beſt Friends I 
had in the, Country, and that I could never get 
any thing by their Deaths, but on the contrary, 
muſt be a Loſer by their Deaths, they being very 
good Patients to me, beſides other Friendſhips. 
And all the Country ſarther knows, at their Deaths 
my Siſter, who after their Deaths came and lived 
with me, was Adminiſtratrix to the laſt that died, 
that then I would not be concerned in their Et- 
fects, although ſhe defired me, but let her Bro- 
ther be concerned for her, who afterwards run 
away with great Part of the Effects, till for fear 
of a Writ called Ne excat Regnum, he was obliged 
to returm. That Affair now is not quite ended, 
there being ſeveral Legacics now unpaid, relating 
to that Adminiſtration. The World has been fo 


Find as to ſay, I debauched my Siſter, ſince her 
Death, wheh I utterly deny, who died of the 
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Small- Pox, two Years ago. . By the ſame Rule 
they may caſt the ſame Reflection on the whole 
Family, all the Siſters living at my Houle alter- 
nately, for'ſome Years. I was ſeldom without 
Bae br che orhey of them. 
As kor the Murther relating to my laſt Wife, 5 
that my Country found me guilty of, and for | 
whicn 1 am to die this Day, 1 ſolemnly declare | 
Jam as innocent of it, as the new born Babe. 
All my Comfort is, I am going before a more 1 
juſt Jadge, than | was before here. [The remain- 
ing Part of the Sentence Contains too groſs a Re- 
flettion on the Fujtice of the Court, for us, to pub _ 
if.) | recommend: my Soul to the God that gave 1 
it Ame, belie Ang, aſſuredly through the Merits of : 74 
my d'efſed'Saviour Feſus Chriſt, I ſhall enjoy eter- 


nal Happineſs 


I farther do moſt humbly deſire all, and every * 
one, whom I have offended, that 1 do freely and 5 
heartily forgive all the World, wherein ſoever 
any hath offended me, or done me any Manner 
of injury whatſoever, even as I do defire to be 
forgiven of God, and to be abſolved from my 
Sins, for the Merits of my bleſſed Redeemer. 
Dou dying Friend, GILE SMITH. 
P. S.' A5k Mr. Hayler for them Writings; 1 
think he told me his Wife had them, in relation to 


My Father”s Declaration, in reſpect to that Poiſon as 
he called it. N 5 


Remarks on the foregoing Declaration. 


\ \/ E may, perhaps, be genſur'd for a great 
deal of ill dae {i endeavouring to 


blacken the Memory of a Man who has already 
ſuffe 


ſuffe red the Sentence of the Law, But if it be 
conſidered that the Perſon we are ſo free with, 
Bas play'd the Chicane. all bis Life-Time; ald 
that, notwithZanding all his ſolemn Aﬀeyeratio.s - 


i . 
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of his Innocence, the Generality of che World 
have judged him guilty, not only of the Crime 
for which he ſuffered, but of many others of as 
viffairious 4 Nature, ſure no- body can be offended 
t our ſhewing the Weakneſs of his Defence, and 
that he prevaricated, even in the very Faceof 
Peath. This will appear pretty plain, by a ſew 
Obfervations onthe foregoing Declaration 

He folemny declares, hal be never attempted the 
Death of his Mother, nor ever hcard before that it 
was laid to his charge. Now there are ſeveral 
living Witneffes, in the Country, who will aver, 
that he was often charged with it. But if there 
Had been no ſuch Proof, what does he mean by 
His Order above to Mr. Vilſon, Zo un Me. Hay: 
ter for tve Writings in relation to my Fa hes Deela- 
ration in Rſſ ect to that Poiſon, as he call'd it © 
Does not this ſhew that his Father bad declared 
his Suſpicion about the Poiſon, and. that the 
Thing had been canvaſſed, among his Frierus ? 
How then can he ſay, without. the meancit Pre- 
varication, to ſpeak the bot of it, that he nezer 
Heard of his being charged with it? 7 

The next criminal Imputation he erdeavorrs 
to clear himfelf of, is the Death of his firſt Wife. 
He ſays, F do, from my Soul, helicve fhe died a na- 
rural Death. If he did really believe this, why 
did he not give fome Account of the Nature of 
the Diſtemper, of which ſhe died? For his (then) 
Neighbours will tell you, that the died ſuddenly, 
and in ſtrong Convulfions. He ſays he could get 
nothing by ber Death. Yes, he might ; a richer 
Wiſe. But as it was a general Report in the 
Country that he was guthty of her Dcath, he onghc 
te have been very explicit and circumſtantial in 
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fat wing the Im probability of his baving a Han! 
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Buſneſs, is trifling ; becauſe, for this very Reaſon 


he ovght to have taken the greater Care of it 
hi mſell. a 


> 


In the next Place, he dedares his Innocenee 
with Reſpect to the Deaths of ſeveral of Mr. Fol- 


lbs Family, who, he fays, were bis bet Fed. 
and that hs ſaquld be rgther a Loſer than a Gainer 


by it. Tis true, any Body would have thought 


ſo; but when it appear'd, as it afterwards did, 
char he got Seventy Pounds by their Deaths, by 
Means of his Wife's Siſter, who was left Adminiſ- 
tratrix, the M onder ccaſed, and the whole Country 


„ . & ee * » * > 


Blood, to attain his 


were firml; Flere that be had ſwam through: .. 
this Sea fl 


O 


e Hardingl that be never, befgre his 
onfinement, knew that he was charged with it. 


Farther; he utterly de 16s that he debaychd his 


F 


Wife's Siſter; but, it ſo plainly appears, in the 


together as Man and Wife ; that by her Means he 
was frequently furniſhed: with Sums of Money, to 
ſerve his Occaſions; and from many other concur- 


ring Gircumitances, that a Man mult be #trange-; 
ly prejudic'd, to believe him innocent of the 
Charge. A 4 ran -; 

To conclude : If this unhappy Man was, as be; 
ſolemnly declared, as well with his lat Breath, 
as in the Paper above recited, entirely innocent of 
the Death of his laſt Wife, and of the other enorm- 


ous Crimes, with whigh he was charged, we a 
only ſay, The World has done him a great Deal 0 


Injuſtice: But, if he was really guilty, in every 


Reſpect, as there is the ſtrongeit Prefumption, 


founded on the moſt, preþable circumitancial Evi- 
dential Evidenceg*that b Actually was the Crimi- 
nal he has been repreſented, and generally be- 

| | lie ved 
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Ends; tho” he has: 
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pme Being, and himſelf accountable to that Being, 


For all che Actions of his Life, mould prevaricite 


in the very Article of Death, and go directly be- 


fore his Almighty Judge with a Lie in his Mouth? 
The bare Thought of it is enough to ſhock Nature 


he Sacrament,” one of the moſt ſacred Acts of our, 
Religion, and thereby given the moſt ſolemn At- 


 teſtation of his Belief; in all the Articles of Chrif. 


tianity; declaring,- that if he took the Sacrament ' 
unworthily, which he did, if he took it to amuſe the 


World with a falſe Teſtimony of his Innocence, 


that, in ſo doing, he fer an eternal Scal to his own, 
— .. ' 

But, whether we believe him ipnocent, or guil- 
ty, bis Example may be of Uſe to inſtruct us, that 
a looſe and debauched Life frequently involves a 
Man in inextricable Difficulties, throws a Slur upon 


his moſt innocent Actions, and brings him into 
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